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Atlas of infectious diseases: volume X-cardiovascular 
infections 
Oksana Koreniowski; Philadelphia; 1998; Churchill-
Livingstone; 216 pages; $135.00. 
The 10th volume of the Atlas of infectious diseases, 
consigned to cardiovascular infections, is a work of 12 
chapters assembled by two editors and 17 contributing 
authors, who provide striking and informative images to 
aid in the understanding and the diagnosis of these com-
plex infections, as it is stated in the preface. The authors 
cover wide-ranging topics, such as infective endocarditis, 
endovascular and prosthetic graft infections, vascular 
infections in intravenous drug abusers, Kawasaki syn-
drome and Chagas' disease, infective endocarditis with its 
peripheral manifestations, complications and antimicrobial 
guidelines, and diagnostic tools, and a final chapter touch-
es on the infectious origin of coronary artery disease. 
Attention is focused on clinical manifestations and 
diagnosis and not on management. The illustrations, espe-
cially the clinical and pathologic presentations, are, how-
ever, superb, and the schematic figures outlining patho-
physiologic processes and decision-making diagrams are 
extremely informative and educational. 
The order of the chapters is, however, not as carefully 
prepared as the illustrations and figures. The authors start 
with a discussion of infections in intravenous drug abusers 
and then reflect on Kawasaki syndrome before dedicating 
a chapter to the pathology and anatomy of cardiac lesions. 
Infective endocarditis is discussed in four chapters, but the 
important issue of the appropriate therapy is presented in 
a penultimate section at the end of the book and after 
unrelated intervening chapters on myocarditis, Chagas' 
disease, and echocardiography. This obvious disarrange-
ment could easily have been avoided, but it does not 
detract substantially from the intrinsic value of this atlas. 
The various chapters are, without exception, legible, and 
the figure legends are accurate and concise. It should be 
mentioned, however, that some of the presented echocar-
diograms are of only average quality, especially the close-
up views and the color-flow Doppler scan images. 
With regard to the vascular surgeon, native blood ves-
sel infections and catheter-related and prosthetic graft 
infections are covered in one chapter-14 pages, of which 
only six are dedicated to the major problem of primary 
and secondary arterial infections. Here again are included 
superb images with regard to clinical symptoms and diag-
nosis but virtually no clues to management. 
In summary, this is a well-edited, beautifully illustrat-
ed atlas that comprises most of the devastating cardiovas-
cular infections with which we are confronted. The atlas 
and the available accompanying slides (which were not at 
our disposition at the time of this review) are valuable edu-
cational tools and reference work for students, internists, 
cardiologists, microbiologists, and even general practition-
ers who are involved in the diagnosis of patients with car-
diovascular infections. It is, however, certainly not the best 
guide for the vascular surgeon interested in peripheral 
arterial and prosthetic graft infection. 
Dr Andre Nevelsteen 
Dr S. Janssens 
Department of Vascular Sm;gery 
UZ Gasthuisba;g 
Leuven, Belgium 
American surgery: an illustrated history 
Ira Rutkow; Philadelphia; 1998; Lippincott-Raven; 
638 pages; $79.00. 
"Gentleman, this is no humbug." Indeed, the event 
on October 16, 1846, that prompted the distinguished 
surgeon John Collins Warren to utter this casual, albeit 
factual, statement ultimately proved to be a demonstration 
of America's first major contribution to the evolution of 
modern surgery. Professor Warren had just completed an 
operation at the Massachusetts General Hospital on a 
patient anesthetized by William Morton, with a then 
"anonymous" liquid (sulfuric ether) administered by 
inhalation. Within a month, the first formal announce-
ment of the discovery of surgical anesthesia was published 
in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal and, soon 
thereafter, pain, one of the great evils that embittered the 
practice of surgery, was forever robbed of its terror. 
Notwithstanding the magnitude of this contribution, the 
story of the introduction of surgical anesthesia is but of 
the many fascinating accounts of notable advances in the 
zigzag paths of progress that paved the way for American 
surgical dominance in the 20th century. 
In his latest book, American sU'lJery: an illustrated his-
tory, Dr Ira Rutkow, a noted medical historian and prac-
ticing surgeon, has provided us with the most compre-
hensive history of American surgery available to date. The 
publication of the text marked the culmination of almost 
two decades of preparation by the author, during which 
time he collected historical documents and conducted 
research, in both this country and Europe. He also wrote 
four books that offer a core of knowledge about subjects 
closely related to our surgical past: The History of sU'lJery 
in the United States 1775-1900, volume one: textbooks, 
monographs and treatises (1988); Socioeconomics ofsu'lJery 
(1989); The history of sU'lJery in the United States 1775-
1900, volume two: periodicals and pamphlets (1992); and 
SU'lJery: an illustrated history (1993). 
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Of the two main sections of the book, the first pro-
vides a chronologic history of surgery from the time of 
early American Indians to the last few years of the present 
century. The second describes the evolution of the various 
surgical specialities and underscores their clinical and 
research accomplishments. Both sections contain a pot-
pourri of high quality illustrations and photographs, with 
detailed captions, that assist the reader in understanding 
the subject matter and accentuate the realism of the past. 
This gathering of pictorial illustrations, many of which 
have never before been published, is said to represent the 
first extensive assemblage of artwork showing the rela-
tionship between science, society, and surgeon. 
The written chronicle includes three major levels of 
historical content. Because the advancement of medicine is 
largely influenced by ethical, political, and socioeconomic 
issues, the first and most fundamental level provides an 
understanding of significant developments within the 
whole of American history that occurred during a particu-
lar surgical era. In providing such information, the author 
has used cleverly designed "time lines" (charts about daily 
life, birth of famous Americans, history, and politics) as 
prologues to various chapters. Thus, the reader can tell at 
a glance what well-written events were taking place and 
which renowned individuals were alive at a specific time. 
More importantly, the introduction of several chapters 
offers a description of the socioeconomic and political 
milieu of the period under discussion. 
The second level of historical content concerns the 
important process of surgical professionalization and spe-
cialization of American surgery. With the same thorough-
ness and scholarly methods that characterize the entire 
text, the author discusses the following topics: the rise of 
surgery as both a scientific and a well-regulated specialty; 
the establishment in 1880 of the first nationally recognized 
surgical organization, the American Surgical Association; 
the founding in 1885 of the first journal devoted exclu-
sively to the surgical sciences, the Annals of Surgery; and 
the beginning of the surgeon's understanding of the value 
of science to his craft, as exemplified by Reginald Fitz' 
enunciation in 1886 of the natural history of the quintes-
sential American surgical disease, appendicitis. 
The final historical level consists of an understanding 
of the lives of great American surgeons. In addition to a 
host of abbreviated biographical entries, the author has 
provided detailed accounts of the lives and accomplish-
ments of Valentine Mott, J. Marion Simms, Samuel D. 
Gross, William Halsted, and Evarts Graham. Altogether, 
this material constitutes an especially valuable and inter-
esting feature of the book. 
Finally, it may be said that beyond the painstaking, 
comprehensive completeness of American surgery: an 
illustrated history there lies an understanding of conditions 
and hardships, a warm appreciation of achievements, an 
admiration for those who have made significant contribu-
tions, and a recognition that the condition of surgery has 
at all times reflected the knowledge and thought of the 
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ablest minds in the profession. The author's viewpoint, 
approach, and purpose are historic, albeit tempered by his 
knowledge and experience as a practicing surgeon. He is 
interested in causes, consequences, and trends of surgical 
progress and their relationship to ethical, political, and 
socioeconomic changes in the country as a whole. 
Certainly, he has written a book of great interest and value 
for all members of the medical profession, especially sur-
geons and students of American surgical history. 
Daniel Nunn, MD 
Jacksonville, Fla 
Vascular diagnosis with ultrasound 
Michael Hennerici, Doris Neuerburg-Heusler; Stuttgart; 
1998; Thieme; 499 pages; $149.00. 
This text, first published in German, is a revised 
English version of a comprehensive work on the use of 
ultrasound scanning for the diagnosis of vascular diseases. 
The text includes sections on general ultrasound and 
Doppler scanning principles, extracranial and intracranial 
arteries, cerebral veins, peripheral and abdominal arteries 
and veins, male genitalia, and tumors and an extensive sec-
tion on case studies. Each section follows a standardized 
approach, including a discussion of the examination tech-
nique, normal and abnormal findings, sources of error, 
and diagnostic effectiveness. 
Thoroughness is a hallmark of this text. For example, 
the section on ultrasound scanning principles and physics 
is complete but not for the beginner. The cerebrovascular 
section contains an extensive discussion of the measure-
ment of intima-media thickness in the carotid system, 
complete with a normal range of values. A large variety of 
vivid illustrations and high-quality color images in these 
sections and, in fact, throughout the text complement the 
excellent discussions. Sections discussing the cerebral 
veins, male genitalia, and tumors are not generally includ-
ed in texts on noninvasive vascular diagnosis, but this 
book covers virtually every blood vessel accessible with 
diagnostic ultrasound scanning. The large amount of 
space dedicated to case histories is a real strength of this 
text. Well-illustrated cases from every diagnostic area pro-
vide an excellent overview, particularly for the less experi-
enced interpreter or technologist. This book is so com-
plete that the authors even include a glossary of important 
abbreviations and symbols on the inside back cover to sup-
plement the glossary and comprehensive references in the 
body of the text. 
Although the authors give in-depth reviews of the 
diagnostic criteria for each section, what are not found in 
this book are lists of diagnostic criteria, a frequent finding 
in texts on this topic. Rather, these authors provide a com-
plete review of the various criteria without providing 
definitive recommendations, which allows the readers to 
draw their own conclusions. Still, some bias is apparent. 
The carotid section does not give adequate treatment to 
the University of Washington criteria nor to some of the 
